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scoring on his three visits to the table for
Notts in their 3-7 defeat by Lancashire, and
getting more support from his team-mates
in the 6-4 defeat of Derbyshire II.
Results:—
Derbys II 4, Notts 6
Lanecs IT 8. Cleveland III 2
Cleveland III 4, Northumberland II 6
Notts 3, Lanes 1T 7
3rd DIVISION MIDLAND
Glamorgan and Leicestershire second
teams dominate this division, with the
latter conceding their first set in their third
~match when Staffs II were the visitors to
Leicester and almost stole a point.

Glamorgan II have not been putting their
winning chances to any risk and would
now appear to be favourites to win this
division now that Karen Rogers is no longer
eligible for Leies II!

Clwyd’s second team not having a happy
time, with Shropshire gaining their only
success so far at Clwyd’s expense, while
Salop gave Northants II their only win to
date, all these ending 6-4.

Results:—

Leics II 10, Clwyd II 0

Salop 4, Northants I1 6

Staffs II 3, Glam II 7

Clwyd II 4, Salop 6

TLeies IT 6, Staffs IT 4

Northants IT 1, Glam II 9
3rd DIVISION EAST

A division producing some very close
games, three out of the four played have
produced draws, and the other a 6-4 win by
Suffolk over Hunts.

Suffolk strengthened by the inclusion of
Robert Hellaby at No. 2 behind John
Kitchener, also drew with Herts II, after
trailing 3-5 with Mick Palmer scoring a
fine win (21 in the third) over Barry White
to put them in with a chance, although it
was Jack Baxter’s displays that were the
highlights.

Hunts did well to recover from a 1-4
deficit against Norfolk II, they pulled back
to share the points with Alan Lamprell out-
standing,

Results:—

Cambs II 5, Herts II 5
Hunts 4, Suffolk 6
Hunts 5, Norfolk IT 5
Suffolk 5, Herts II 5

3rd DIVISION WEST

Cornwall’s hardest opponents so far has
been the weather, getting home from
Gloucester almost 10 hours after starting
out, and they deservedly lead the division
with a hundred per cent record.

Cornwall look favourites to win this divi-
sion although Dorset are only a point
behind and look threatening.

Results

Cornwall 8, Herefords 2
Dorset 6, Gloucs 4
Gloues 3, Cornwall 7
‘Worces 4, Dorset 6

JUNIOR PREMIER DIVISION

Middlesex have given over top vlace to
Essex after Essex had beaten Middlesex on
December 4 in a match where the form
book went out of the window—Graham
Sandley gave Middlesex a good start by
beating David Newman (13, -14, 19), but
finished badly by losing to Kenny Jackson
(-16, -20) when the score stood 4-5.

In between, David Wells lost to Leon
Smith (-19, -14) and beat Newman (-17,
16, 14) and Mandy Reeves lost to Elaine
Sayer (-12, -11).

Elsewhere in the Junior Premier, things
are much the same, although Cleveland are
having a better time this season than last
and have picked up three points from two
matches with a win over Berkshire 8-2 (was
7-3 but B. Johnson and R. Barr played out
of order!) and draw against Kent.
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Results

Herts 1, Essex 9
Cleveland 8, Berks 2
Surrey 2, Middlesex 8
Berks 6, Surrey 4
Cleveland 5, Kent 5
Middlesex 4, Essex 6
Yorkshire 8, Herts 2
JUNIOR 2nd SOUTH
Surprise package from the South-West
seems to be the ease with which recently-
promoted Devon are taking this division,
having conceded one set only in their last
two matches against Hampshire (10-
losers admittedly without Colin Wilson) and
Dorset (9-1—Dorset without Janet New).
Elaine Lamb is giving Juniors preference in
her last season at this level, and it should
secure Devon’s future in the Premier Divi-
sion, as the rest of the team stay together
for a few more seasons yet.
Results:—
Berks II 6, Dorset 4
Devon 10, Hants 0
Middlesex II 6, Surrey II 4
Sussex 9, Kent IT 1
Dorset 1, Devon 9
Surrey II 6, Berks I1 4
Sussex 6, Middlesex IT 4
JUNIOR 2nd NORTH
Lancashire have taken over top position
from Yorkshire IT after the two teams met
and Lancs won 7-3, Yorkshire having pro-
moted top two second team boys into
Premier Division duty and were that much
weaker although Bottomley, Harris and Hill
each figured in a win, while Lancashire’s
No. 1, Tony O’Connor, was unbeaten.

Cumbria were having a good run and
looking like 'Challengers, but Derbyshire
eased the last three sets from the match
and won 6-4 after trailing 3-4, Robert Allan
and John Hibbert gaining their wins in the
deciding game in every case.

Results:—

Cleveland II 3, Cumbria 7
Derbys 1, Yorks IT 9

Durham 0, Lancs 10

Cumbria 4, Derbys 6

Lanes 7, Yorks IT 3
Northumberland 4, Cleveland II 6

JUNIOR 2nd MIDLAND

Warwickshire, winners in this division
last season, are heading once more for
honours. Their latest victims were E ,
when they scored a 6-4 success, although I
suspect that the score could have been a
lot different if Essex had a full team.
(Second time this season that this War-
wickshire team have opposed incomplete
teams).

Northants move into second place with
two wins, 7-3 over Leics and 9-1 over pro-
moted Suffolk. Another promoted county
having a great deal of success are Stafford-
shire, who have a game in hand (to Suffolk)
but have yet to meet Warwickshire and
Northants.

Results
Essex 11 7, Leics 3
Norfolk 3, Northants 7
Cambs 2. Norfolk 8
Leies 2, Staffs 8
Suffolk 1, Northants 9
Warwicks 6, Essex IT 4
JUNIOR 3rd 'SOUTH
Essex strength in depth is likely to e
them honours for their third team in this
division, as they have added Hampshire II
to their recent list of scalps—Hampshire II
went on later to beat Buckinghamshira TI
8-2, so the variance in standard bets n
top and bottom iy substantial.

In between, Hertfordshire II scored an
8-2 success over Bucks, and Sussex II
recorded a 7-3 defeat on Herts.

Results:—

Bucks II 2, Herts IT 8

Essex IIT 8, Hants II 2
Hants IT 8, Bucks II 2
Herts IT 3, Sussex IT 7

JUNIOR 3rd NORTH

The gap between the top three counties
and the bottom three counties still exists.
although Nottinghamshire are the first of
the top teams to suffer defeat, inflicted by
Cheshire, who are seeking 2nd Division
status after relegation last season. Lincoln-
shire are on their heels still, helped by their
9-1 over Cleveland III.

Results:—

Cheshire 7, Notts 3
Lincs 9, Cleveland III 1

JUNIOR 3rd MIDLAND

With Staffordshire going well in the 2nd
Midland, their second team are keeping
the flag flying in the 3rd Midland and look
set to retain honours in this division, unless
Shropshire have different ideas when the
two meet at the end of January; both teams
still have hundred per cent records.

Results:—

Salop 7, Gloues 3
Staffs IT 9, Oxfords 1
iGloucs 8, Oxfords 2
Staffs IT 9, Wores 1

JUNIOR 3rd EAST

It won’t be March until accounts are
settled here, with Beds and Bucks both
winning their matches, Beds ahead on
matches played so far, although Lincoln-
shire IT came close to upsetting the leaders
with three successes in girls’ matches, but
the boys couldn’t match that.

Results:—

Cambs II 1, Beds 9
Lines IT 3, Bucks 7
Beds 6, Lines IT 4
Hunts 3, Bucks 7

JUNIOR 3rd WEST

With Glamorgan and Wiltshire sharing
top spot on five points with latest successes
over Somerset (10-0) and Gwent (8-2) res-
pectively, lower in the table, Avon can feel
some relief to have obtained a draw from
the visit of Cornwall—four of their five
wins gained in the decider while the visitors
took theirs two-straight.

Results:—

Avon 5, Cornwall 5
Glamorgan 10, Somerset 0
Wilts 8, Gwent 2

VETERAN MIDLAND

Cheshire 9, Clwyd II 0
Clwyd 5, Warwicks 4
Notts 8, Leies 1
Clwyd 8, Clwyd II 1
Notts 8, Warwicks 1
Leics 3, Cheshire 6
VETERAN EAST
Essex IT 4, Middlesex 5
Herts 2, Kent 7
Hrntg 2, Essex 7
Es 9, EssexIIO0
Hunts 4, Herts 5
Kent 4, Middlesex 5

VETERAN MIDLAND

Hants 6, Dorset 3
Oxfords 7, Wilts 2
Oxfords 3, Hants 6

COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Annual County Championships
Conference will be held on Saturday, 11th

June, 1977, at the Bonnington Hotel,
Southampton Row, London W.C.1, at
2-00 p.m.

County Associations wishing to put
forward proposals dealing with amend-
ments to Championships Regulations
must submit them to the Administrator,
Bob Bridges, 4 Tysoe Avenue, Enfield,
Middlesex, EN3 6DY, to be received no
later than 28th February, 1977.




With two County sessions to report on
this month, a slightly altered layout, but I
will revert to the regular pattern next
month.

LEICESTERSHIRE LOOK DOOMED
PREMIER DIVISION

Leicestershire came as close to victory as
was possible when Essex were visitors to
Loughborough at the end of November and
travelled home with a 5-4 victory under
their belts. The home side got as much out
of the match as possible with their four
wins obtained in ithe deciding game in
each case while their defeats were emphati-
cally scored two-istraight.

Leics. are firmly rooted at the foot of
the Division and look sure for relegation,
but as to who will accompany them has
still to be decided. It looks like Cheshire or
Surrey, who have yet to play each other,
and whose only successes so far have been
over Leicestershire.

Surrey are still competing without Martin
Shuttle and at Maldon, in. December, Essex
again won 5-4 over Surrey. Essex were
without their No. 1, Ian Horsham, and the
story of that match was much the same
as at Loughborough—won four out of the
five two-straight, while three of Surrey’s
four came in the decider.

Another County without the services of
their top player was Warwickshire, at the
Abbeydale Club, in Sheffield, against
Yorkshire, where Alan Hydes was making
his first 'Yorkshire appearance for nearly
three years. Des Douglas was in France
and made way for Doug Johnson to lead
Warwicks for the first time—and admirably
he did it as well, winning both singles, but
the only other success for the visitors was
Derek Munt’s over Hydes.

Middlesex have played five of their seven
matches and are placed second in the divi-
sion, level on points with Essex, but with a
far superior sets average, their latest
victories over lowly-placed opposition,
Surrey and Leicestershire, both 7-2.

Match detailg:—

Surrey 2, Middlesex 7
S. Lyons lost to M. Mitchell 15, -17, -16; lost

to D. Tan -10, -9.

M. Crimmins lost to Mitchell -15, -7; lost to

P. Guttorsman -11, 18, -15.

D. Welsman lost to Tan -13, -22; lost to

Guttorsman -17, 17, -20.
(Crimmins/Welsman Tost to Mitchell/Tan

Miss L. Howard bt Miss A. Mitchell -11, 11,

9.

Lyons/Miss Howard bt Guttorsman/Miss
Mitchell 17, 9.

Leicestershire 4, Essex 5

P. Randell lost to I. Horsham -17, -13; bt D.
Brown 17, -22, 19,

C. Rogers lost to Horsham -18, -18; bt D.
Newman -19, 13, 12,

G. Hall lost to Brown -8, -15; lost to New-
man -18, -17.

Hall/Rogers lost to Brown/Horsham -15, -15.

Miss K. Rogers bt Mrs. L. Barrow 17, -16, 16.

Randell/Miss ‘Rogers bt Newman/Mrs.
Barrow 19, -8, 8.

Essex 5, Surrey 4

D. Brown bt S. Lyons 13, 18; lost to M.

Crimmins -13, -14.
R. Potton bt Lyons 19, 17; bt D. Welsman
14, 12

D. Newman lost to Crimmins -19, 19, -17; bt
Welsman 14, 12.
Brown/Potton bt Crimmins/Welsman -13,

19, 14.
Mrsl. L. %adford lost to Miss L. Howard 20,
-14, -20.
Newman/Mrs. Radford lost to Lyons/Miss
Howard -17, 20, -12.

County Championships Round-up
by BOB BRIDGES

Middlesex 7, Leicestershire 2

M. Mitenell lost to P. Randell -20, 17, -17;

ot C. Rogers 16, 12.

D.l"é'an bt Randell 23, 17; bt G. Hall 13, -19,

P. Guttorsman lost to Rogers -17, -13; bt
HRall 13, -19, 15,

Mitchell/'fan bt Hall/Rogers 17, -19, 17.

Miss A. Mitchell bt Miss A. Stevenson 19, 17.

Guttorsman/Miss Mitchell bt Randell/Miss
Stevenson. 15, 17.

Yorkshire 6, Warwickshire 3

A. Hydes lost to D. Johnson -16, -16; lost
to D. Munt 22, -8, -15.

A. Clayton lost to Johnson -16, 14, -13; bt
P. Judd 15, 18.

A. Fletcher bt Munt 15, 13; bt Judd 17, 18.

legton/"Fletcher bt Johnson/Munt -18, 22,

Miss M. Ludi bt Miss K. Groves 9, 14.
Hydes/Miss Ludi bt Judd/Miss Groves 19, 14.
2nd DIVISION SOUTH

Kent and Sussex share top position and
each set in their final matches are crucial
in their respective bids for a place in the
promotion challenge matches and Premier
Division status next seasonn. While both
have yet ito play Essex II, the Essex
Premier team “look” safe and even if Essex
take eventual honours, the second-placed
County go to the Challenge.

Carol Colgate’s win over Diane Gard (-15,
17, 16) was the highlight of the Kent-Sussex
match at Gravesend—it gave the hosts the
lift to salvage a point after training 2-5
in a match which required the decider seven
times and took four hours to complete.
Kent have been 1looki towards their
younger players more th.s season than in
the past and with a continuing “youth”
policy, put paid to Hampshire 9-1.

Middlesex continue to have travel diffi-
culties and arrived late at Bexhill for the
Sussex match; nevertheless, it didn’t do
them any good and the home side kept up
the pressure with a 7-3 win.

Results:—
Kent 5, Sussex 5
Middlesex II 8, Surrey II 2
Kent 9, Hampshire 1
Surrey II 4, Essex II 6
Sussex 7, Middlesex II 3

2nd DIVISION NORTH

Yorkshire II have a distinet lead over
Lancashire and Cleveland II after they
went to Blackpool and beat Lancs and
Cleveland II went to Northumberland with
a weakened team and went down 4-6.

Although Donald Parker won on his three
trips to the table for Lancashire, Yorkshire’s
women were too strong for Lancashire’s and
made the difference. Northumberland
scored their first success of the season in
the 6-4 defeat of Cleveland II, the highlight
being Fred Short’s win over Malcolm Cork-
ing 19, 20, to make the score 5-4, after
which Chris Shepherd beat Ian Plummer
to give hosts victory.

Durham also scored their first victory of
the season with their trip into Lincolnshire,
leaving Lincs at the bottom of the division
without any points.

Results:—

Cleveland II 10, Lincolnshire 0

Durham 2, Yorkshire IT 8

Northumberland 0, Lancashire 10

Lancashire 4, Yorkshire II 6

Lincolnshire 4, Durham 6

Northumberland 6, Cleveland II 4
2nd DIVISION MIDLAND

Clwyd, promoted from the third division
this season, are nc* *“aving a happy time
in Second Midland. ...eir last two matches
have produced only one touch of success

in defeats 1-9 to Cheshire II and 0-10 to
Derbyshire.

Cheshire II currently lead the division
and have yet to play Glamorgan who are
the other main challengers, but who
dropped a valuable point to draw specialists
Staffordshire,

Results
Clwyd 1, Cheshire II 9
Derbyshire 3, Warwicks IT 7
Glamorgan 5, Staffordshire 5
Clwyd 0, Derbyshire 10
Warwicks II 3, Staffordshire 7
2nd DIVISION EAST
After Beds. had beaten Cambs. 6-4, Beds.
had visions of Challenging once again for
the Premier Division, and one might have
thought how much Cambs. relied on Paul
Day—absent on International duty, but
subsequent matches revised both theories.
_Bedfordshire failed to Hertfordshire 3-7,
giving Herts. their first taste of success
this season, and Cambridgeshire, still with-
out Day, beat Norfolk 7-3, although it could
have been a different story had Norfolk
taken the first two wsets (both closely
resolved in the decider).

Buckinghamshire were looking for their
third successive draw, but a good perfor-~
mance by Garry Alden over Les Wooding
practically put the result beyond Bucks’
reach and Northants romped home 8-2 to
move into second place.

Results:—
Bucks 5, Herts 5
Norfolk 5, Northants 5
Beds 6, Cambs 4
Cambs 7, Norfolk 3
Herts 7, Beds 3
Northants 8, Bucks 2

2nd DIVISION WEST

Following wins over Gwent (10-0) and
Devon (8-2), Berkshire are heading for their
third consecutive title in thig division, and
maybe it will be third time lucky at the
Challenge!

Scmerset scored a good win over Worces-
tershire and give much of the credit to
Westland Helicopters, at Weston-super-
Mare, who gave them a flying start with
some of the best conditions witnessed
around that part of the country for some
time.

Results

Berks 10, Gwent 0
Wilts 6, Devon 4
Somerset 6, Worces 4
Wilts 9, Gwent 1
Devon 2, Berks 8

3rd DIVISION SOUTH

Essex III and Sussex II are forging
ahead, but it’s closer at the top than actual
results have produced. Essex lost a set
when playing Brian Parrish and Jeff Dew
out of order against Herts III, revising the
score from 9-1 to 8-2, and Sussex profitted
by two sets when Kent II was represented
bv Jeff Williams, who was not eligible, score
ghanging from 6-4 to 8-2 in favour of

UsseX.

Herts IIT and Bucks II played a marathon
lasting over four hours when Bucks won
6-4, and took a 3-0 lead with the first three
sets ing their way 19 in the third.

Results
Essex 111 10, Beds IT 0
Herts III 4, Bucks II 6
Sussex IT 8, Kent II 2
Bucks II 2, Sussex II 8
Essex IIT 8, Herts IIT 2
Beds IT 2, Kent IT 8

3rd DIVISION NORTH

Lancashire II move two voints clear of
gecond-placed Northumberland II with
wins over two bottom-placed teams, Notts
and Cleveland III, although Northumber-
land faced weakened Cleveland side to win
6-4 and move into second place.

Alan Croome is meeting a run of success,
Continued on Page 38
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